	Essential reading skills: skimming and scanning


	Lamma Island ferry timetable

Mondays to Saturdays
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	Journey time: 30 minutes approx.
	Hong Kong Stock prices
Code
Stock Name
Nominal
Price
Change
Change(%)
Turnover
('000)
833 
ALLTRONICS
$ 1.39
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0.12
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9.45
57
8156 
CHINA VANGUARD
$ 0.037
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0.003
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8.82
6
8261 
HAITIAN HYDRO
$ 0.75
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0.08
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11.94
150
896 
HANISON
$ 1.35
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0.11
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8.87
1,780
8198 
MELCOLOT
$ 0.163
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0.028
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20.74
3,860
8197 
NORTHEAST TIGER
$ 0.14
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0.015
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12.00
54
8076 
SING LEE
$ 0.335
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0.06
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21.82
86
1106 
SINO HAIJING
$ 0.123
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0.01
[image: image16.png]


8.85
4
547 
SUN INNOVATION
$ 0.113
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0.008
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7.62
683
3393 
WASION GROUP
$ 3.58
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0.27
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8.16
15,607
1282 
WWTT
$ 0.191
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0.013
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7.30
6,856
1176 
ZHUGUANG HOLD
$ 1.02
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10.87
104


	Best Hosting Packages
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$4.95 /mo


Unlimited (both)

cPanel/WHM, Fantastico,
ASP, Curl, Cron, Pay Monthly
» HostGator Review
2



$4.45 /mo


Unlimited (both)

Free Domain for Life, Site Builder, Anytime Money Back
» JustHost Review
3



$4.50 /mo


Unlimited (both)

Easy & Green hosting,
Drag and Drop Site Builder
» iPage Review
4



$4.95 /mo


Unlimited (both)

Instant Setup,
Real 24/7 customer support, 
» HostMonster Review
5



$6.95 /mo


Unlimited (both)

In business since 1996,
SSH support (Secure Shell)
» BlueHost Review



Paragraph 1
No activity affects more of the earth's surface than farming. It shapes a third of the planet's land area, not counting Antarctica, and the proportion is rising. World food output per head has risen by 4 per cent between the 1970s and 1980s mainly as a result of increases in yields from land already in cultivation, but also because more land has been brought under the plough. Higher yields have been achieved by increased irrigation, better crop breeding, and a doubling in the use of pesticides and chemical fertilisers in the 1970s and 1980s.
Paragraph 2
All these activities may have damaging environmental impacts. For example, land clearing for agriculture is the largest single cause of deforestation; chemical fertilisers and pesticides may contaminate water supplies; more intensive farming and the abandonment of fallow periods tend to exacerbate soil erosion; and the spread of monoculture and use of high-yielding varieties of crops have been accompanied by the disappearance of old varieties of food plants which might have provided some insurance against pests or diseases in future. Soil erosion threatens the productivity of land in both rich and poor countries. The United States, where the most careful measurements have been done, discovered in 1982 that about one-fifth of its farmland was losing topsoil at a rate likely to diminish the soil's productivity. The country subsequently embarked upon a program to convert 11 per cent of its cropped land to meadow or forest. Topsoil in India and China is vanishing much faster than in America.
Reading tasks
1. You want to have lunch on Lamma Island next Saturday. You are working in Central until 12.00 midday and you need to be back in Central by 4.00. Your office is a ten-minute walk from the Central ferry piers. Which ferries will you take? 
2. Which stocks have performed best and worst in Hong Kong according to the table?
3. You want an Internet hosting package. It must support SSH (secure shell). Your budget is $5 / month. Which, if any, of those shown are suitable?  
Paragraph 1
The paragraph is about
a. the importance of farming
b. farming and food output
c. the use of pesticides in farming
Paragraph 2
The paragraph is about

a. the environmental impact of modern farming

b. farming and soil erosion
c. environmentally-friendly farming in the US
	Answers


Reading tasks
1. You want to have lunch on Lamma Island next Saturday. You are working in Central until 12.00 midday and you need to be back in Central by 4.00. Your office is a ten-minute walk from the Central ferry piers. Which ferries will you take? 13.00 and 15.15.
2. Which stocks have performed best and worst in Hong Kong according to the table? 

Best: Sing Lee; worst: WWTT.
3. You want an Internet hosting package. It must support SSH (secure shell). Your budget is $5 / month. Which, if any, of those shown are suitable? None of them.
Paragraph 1
The paragraph is about

d. the importance of farming

e. farming and food output

f. the use of pesticides in farming

Paragraph 2
The paragraph is about

d. the environmental impact of modern farming

e. farming and soil erosion
f. environmentally-friendly farming in the US
